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Metaphone

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
M etaphone is a phonetic algorithm, an algorithm for indexing words by their sound, when pronounced in English.

Metaphone was developed by Lawrence Philips as aresponse to deficienciesin the Soundex algorithm. It is more accurate than Soundex
because it "understands" the basic rules of English pronunciation. Metaphone is available as a built-in operator in a number of systems,
including later versions of PHP.

The original author later produced a new version of the algorithm, which he named Double Metaphone, that produces more accurate results than
the original algorithm.

The algorithm produces keys as its output. Similar sounding words share the same keys and are of variable length.
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External links

Survey of Phonetic Matching (http://www.codeproject.com/string/dmetaphone6.asp)

Open Source Spell Checker (http://aspell.sourceforge.net/metaphone/)

Page for PHP implementation of Metaphone (http://www.zend.com/manual /function.metaphone.php)
Project Dedupe http://dedupe.sourceforge.net

Downloadable | mplementations

= Soundex, Metaphone, and Double Metaphone implementation in Java (http://jakarta.apache.org/commons/codec)

= C implementation by Maurice Aubrey (http://www.cpan.org/modul es/by-authors/id/M AURICE/Text-DoubleM etaphone-0.07.tar.gz)
(Perl Compatible) C

PHP implementation by Stephen Woodbridge (http://swoodbridge.com/DoubleMetaPhone/) PHP

OCaml implementation of Double Metaphone (http://merjis.com/devel opers/metaphone) OCaml

4GL implementation by Robert Minter (http://aspell.sourceforge.net/metaphone/metaphone.4gl) 4GL

CodeProject's article about double metaphone implementations (http://www.codeproject.com/string/dmetaphonel.asp)

FileMaker Pro custom function (http://www.briandunning.com/cf/307), requiring FileMaker Pro Advanced to implement
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